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Notice of Allowability 


Application No. 

10/635,474 


Applicant(s) 
WIECHERS ET AL. 


Examiner 

LENNIN R. RODRIGUEZ 


Art Unit 

2625 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . |EI This communication is responsive to amendment submitted on 1 1/13/2008. 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1,4,7-9,11,14 and 17-19 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1. 84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. ^ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. ^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 



/King Y. Poon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Edmond A. DeFrank on 2/1 1/2009. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

(1) in the specification amend paragraph [0076], lines 7-15, delete ", or any other 
medium which can be used to carry or store desired program code in the form of 
computer-executable instructions or data structures and which can be accessed by a 
general purpose or special purpose computer. When information is transferred or 
provided over a network or another communications connection (either hardwired, 
wireless, or a combination of hardwired or wireless) to a computer, the computer 
properly views the connection as a computer- readable medium. Thus, any such 
connection is properly termed a computer-readable medium. Combinations of the above 
are also to be included within the scope of computer-readable media.", it should read 
now " As noted above, embodiments within the scope of the present invention include 
program products comprising computer-readable media for carrying or having 
computer- executable instructions or data structures stored thereon. Such computer- 
readable media can be any available media that can be accessed by a general purpose 
or special purpose computer. By way of example, such computer-readable media can 
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comprise RAM, ROM, EPROM, EEPROM, CD-ROM or other optical disk storage, 
magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices. Computer-executable 
instructions comprise, for example, instructions and data which cause a general 
purpose computer, special purpose computer, or special purpose processing device to 
perform a certain function or group of functions. " 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1,4, 7-9, 1 1 , 14 and 17-19 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 1 and 1 1 are directed to a method of managing workflow in a commercial 
printing environment including a designer location and a computer readable-medium for 
executing the same. Claims 1 and 1 1 identify the uniquely distinct features of 
"automatically pre-flighting a digital file associated with the print job at the designer 
location, including automatically checking for common errors associated during a 
prepress stage, automatically revising incorrect printing instructions and automatically 
adding missing printing instructions to the received document file; automatically 
providing at the designer location a remote proofing function for a customer of the 
document file to be printed and automatically tracking the printing of the document file 
by continuously monitoring and updating a status of the document file to be printed; 
creating a press ready file at the designer location that encompasses the automatically 
pre-flighted and automatically proofed document file and both said print job and said job 
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ticket" The closest prior art Laverty et al. (US 6,429,947) teaches in column 10 and 11, 
"FIG. 3 shows a block diagram 300 of a generalized series of steps used in creating a 
print order. A customer 302 contacts a web site via the computer 304. The customer 
inputs data on the web site according to data prompts needed to generate the 
customer's desired print job. The system creates a Print Ready File (PRF), as shown in 
element 305. The PRF 306 is shown to the customer 302 for on-screen proofing 308 of 
various elements comprising the product. Once the order is approved, step 310 shows 
the order being sent to the printer. The PRF 306 is thereafter sent to printer as a print 
order 312, and the manufacturing (or printing) process begins. In the specific 
embodiment of an Internet-based ordering system, an Internet front-end provides a 
custom web site for a customer. The customer goes to the web site and selects a 
particular product to order. The web site loads a pre-configured order form for the 
selected product, and the customer enters the data they wish to appear on the business 
card. The web site then transmits the data to the system which generates the Print 
Ready File (e.g., as a unique PostScript file). The web site then takes this Print Ready 
File and uses it to create the preview layout. It does this by sending the Print Ready File 
to a viewer program (i.e. the Adobe Acrobat Distiller program), which reads the Print 
Ready File and creates a Portable Document Format (PDF) file. This file is then sent to 
the customer via the Internet and is viewed on the computer screen of the customer. In 
the preferred embodiment, the preview is displayed as a PDF file. While other types of 
files might be used (GIF, etc.) PDF files are preferred because first, they are extremely 
high in resolution quality, and second, a PDF file provides a customer with a well-known 
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format to process and view the preview layout.", either singularly or in combination with 
other cited references fails to anticipate or render the above underlined limitations 
obvious (when used with all the claimed limitations). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LENNIN R. RODRIGUEZ whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1678. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:30am 
- 6:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Poon can be reached on (571) 272-7440. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/King Y. Poon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



/Lennin R Rodriguez/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



